


PUDDLE JUMPERS 2009 
Ages 5 and under with an adult companion are invited to 
explore the world around them with nature walks and activities.
The programs are free and registration is required by calling 
419-334-4495 or toll free 1-888-200-5577.

Creek Walk ~  Tues, Sept 8, 10:00 am, Mull Covered Bridge
Lotsa Leaves ~  Thurs, Oct 8, 10:00 am, Spiegel Grove
The Night Sky ~  Tues, Nov 3, 6:30 p.m., White Star Park Log Cabin
A Winter Walk ~  Thurs, Dec 3, 10:00 am, North Coast Inland Trail,

Biggs-Kettner Park

C A L E N D A R O F E V E N T S C A L E N D A R O F E V E N T S
Register For Programs By Phone 419-334-4495 or 1-888-200-5577Register For Programs By Phone 419-334-4495 or 1-888-200-5577

  SEPTEMBER
White Star Log Cabin Viewing
Sat, Sept 5 & Sun, Sept 6 ~  1:30 P.M.-4:30 P.M.
During SCRAP show, step into the cabin for a look back in Ohio history.
Stream Quality Monitoring
Sat, Sept 12 ~  10:00 A.M.-12 noon ~  Wolf Creek Park Canoe Launch
Discover the health of the Sandusky River by searching for the critters
that live in it. Dress to get wet & bring an extra pair of shoes.
Registration required.
Monarch Butterfly Tagging
Sat, Sept 12 ~  1:00 P.M. ~  Meet at Park Office
Assist local researcher, Tom Kashmer with Monarch migration studies 
by netting, tagging, and releasing butterflies. In 2003, three of Tom’s
tagged Monarchs traveled over 1800 miles to Mexico. How far will your
butterflies travel? Nets and instruction provided. Open to ages 6 and up.
Registration required.
Evening Happenings
Tues, Sept 15 ~  7:00 P.M. ~  Wolf Creek Park Campground
Spend the evening listening to sounds and looking for sights of the
evening while hiking the trails.
Star Party at White Star Park Barn, CR 65 
Fri, Sept 18 ~  8:00 P.M.;  Sat, Sept 19 ~  afternoon and evening
Join the Sandusky Valley Amateur Astronomers and take a tour of the
night sky. There will also be solar observing during the afternoon on
Saturday. Get a lesson about the constellations and where they are and
how to find them. Bring your binoculars and learn how to use them 
for stargazing. For more information contact Eric, after 5 P.M., 
at 419-619-2682. 
Canoe with Eagles
Mon, Sept 21; Wed, Sept 23; Fri, Sept 25; Mon, Sept 28; Wed, Sept 30
All programs meet at 4:00 P.M. at the Park Office then travel to launch
site. Registration required and you must register with a partner, at least
12 years old. Canoes provided to travel along Green Creek, a prime 
eagle watching area.
YoYo Quilting
Thurs, Sept 24 ~  10:30 A.M.-Noon ~  White Star Park Log Cabin
Bring scrap material, scissors, and thread as we learn the technique 
of yoyo quilting and create some yoyos. The quilt will be used in 
the log cabin. 
Registration required.
Wagon Ride Tour, North Coast Inland Trail Fremont to Lindsey
Thurs, Sept 24 ~  2:00-3:30 P.M. & 5:00-6:30 P.M.
Meet at the parking lot on Walter Ave for a wagon ride to view the 
sights along the newest section of the bike trail. Travel from Fremont 
to Lindsey and back.  
Registration required.  
‘America on the Move’ Fun Walk
Sat, Sept 26 ~  8:00-10:00 A.M.
 North Coast Inland Trail at Biggs-Kettner Park, Fremont
Sandusky County YMCA, the Park District, and Fremont Recreation
Department are partnering to present a “Get Moving Fun Walk” on the
bike trail for all ages. ‘America on the Move’ is a national program
encouraging Americans to take small steps toward a healthier lifestyle.
Other local partners include Memorial Hospital, Dairy Queen East, and
Dairy Queen West providing numerous giveaways including pedometers. 

OCTOBER
YoYo Pumpkin
Thurs, Oct 8 ~  2:00 P.M. ~  White Star Park Log Cabin
Bring 1-2 yards of orange material, scissors, and thread as we create 
a pumpkin using the yoyo quilting technique. 
Registration required.
Tree Huggers Fall Festival
Thurs, Oct 8 ~  4:30-8:30 P.M. ~  White Star Barn
For ages 6-12 years old.  Join the naturalists for a fun time celebrating
the autumn season.  Carve pumpkins, make applesauce, learn about 
the struggles of migratory animals, then gather around the campfire 
for a hearty meal. Bring a snack to share.  Drinks provided.  
Registration required. $2 fee per person.
Fall Bird Banding
Sat, Oct 10, 8:00 A.M. & Sat, Oct 17, 8:00 A.M. ~  Creek Bend Farm
Discover the excitement of fall migration at a bird banding station.
Registration required.
Photo Contest
Deadline for entries: Thur, Oct 15 ~  Park Office or Dumminger Photo
Display of Entries: Fri, Oct 16, 3:00-7:00 P.M.; Sat, Oct 17, 10:00 A.M.-
2:00 P.M., Multipurpose Room of Fremont Community Recreation
Complex, St Joseph St, Fremont. For contest rules and description of the
five nature and outdoor categories, contact 419-334-4495 or check
“What’s New – Photo Contest” on the web site: www.sanduskycounty-
parks.com
Saw-whet Owl Banding
Sat, Oct 24 ~  6 :00 P.M. ~  Meet at Park Office
The Park District invites you to join Tom Kashmer in search of America’s
smallest owl. Saw-whet owls don’t breed in Ohio but are seen passing
through in migration. Bring a flashlight; see this unique owl up close.
Registration required.
“1817”
Tues, Oct 27 ~  5:30-8:30P.M. ~  White Star Barn
Register your family for a pioneer challenge.  Will you survive the journey
from Pennsylvania to this new state called Ohio?  Spend the evening with
us to learn more about our local history and the struggles of the early
settlers of The Great Black Swamp.
Registration required. $5 fee per person.

NOVEMBER
Cookie Baking
Sat, Nov 7 ~  1:30-3:30 P.M. ~  White Star Log Cabin
Get ready for the holidays by baking cookies in a wood-fired stove.  
Bake cookies to eat fresh from the oven & to take home.  You may even
discover a new recipe for the holiday season.  
Registration required. $5 fee per person.
Corn Husk Couple
Thurs, Nov 19 ~  2:00 P.M. ~  White Star Log Cabin
A make-it, take-it project, we will make our own boy and girl corn husk
dolls. All supplies provided. 
Registration required.
Education On The Farm ~  Creek Bend Farm
Fri, Nov 20 ~  2:00-8:00 P.M. & Sat, Nov 21 ~  11:00 A.M.-4:00 P.M.
During this big rivalry football weekend, visit the farmhouse to discover
the importance of education to the Roush family, including items from
Washington Elementary School, Fremont Ross High School, Ohio Northern
University, and Ohio State University.

DECEMBER
Christmas At The Cabin ~  White Star Park
Bring your family to the mid-1800s log cabins for a holiday celebration 
of quieter times.  Your family will enjoy a home-cooked meal, learn the
history of The Great Black Swamp, and make a mid-1800s Christmas
ornament to take home.  The menu includes: cold water, hot chocolate,
coffee, tea, orange chicken, challah bread, blackened corn, and 
molasses crinkles.  Registration begins Mon, Oct 5. Fee payable to
“Maintain Our Parks”.  All dinners are from 6:30 - 8:30 P.M.
Reineck Cabin,Group of 8 fee:
county residents $120; non-residents $130
Sat, Nov 28; Sun, Nov 29; Mon, Nov 30; Thurs, Dec 3
Schlea-Swartzlander Cabin, Group of 12 fee:
county residents $180; non-residents $190
Fri, Dec 4; Wed, Dec 9; Thurs, Dec 10; Fri, Dec 11; Sat, Dec 12

First Day of Winter Walk
Mon, Dec 21 ~  10:00 A.M. ~  Creek Bend Farm
Start the winter season with a walk. Meet at the parking lot to walk to
the woods and along the creek and see what is happening in the park.
Track & Trail: Long Night Moon
Tues, Dec 22 ~  5:30-9:30 P.M. ~  Wolf Creek Campground
For teens, ages 12-17. Experience the quiet nights of winter through a
series of activities. A night hike, constellation studies, and a campfire
meal will be part of our lessons.  Please bring a snack to share.
Registration required.

Saturday Stargazing 2009
Sunset, Wolf Creek Park Campground

All ages are welcome to view the night sky with telescopes 
set up by Sandusky Valley Amateur Astronomers. 

You are invited to bring your own binoculars, telescopes, 
and questions about astronomy.

Public Stargazing 2009
Aug 22 •  Aug 29 •  Sept 26 •  Oct 17 •  Oct 24

VOLUNTEERS
SHARON BARNETT •  RITA CLAYPOOL •  KEN DIETERICH

CAROLYN GEIGER •  MIKE GEIGER •  MARGIE GONYA •  TOM GONYA

CONNIE GRUNER •  SAM GRUNER •  BEN HICKEY •  DAVID HUMMEL

SANDY LUSTIG •  BRITTANY MCCLURE •  JODI MCCLURE

TERESA MCCLURE •  WILLIE MCCLURE •  KATHY PFEFFERLE

DANIEL RICH •  EMILY RICH •  JOE RICH •  JUNE RICH •  LYDIA RICH

PAUL RICH •  MARIE ROACH •  VIRGINIA SCHLEPP •  BARNEY SCHNEIDER

SARA SHERICK •  KEN SPANFELLNER •  LOU SPANFELLNER

DONATIONS
ARBY’S •  MARK BINNIG •  REX DAMSCHRODER •  KEN DUMMINGER

RANDY EPPLEY •  EDNA MCCLURE •  JOHN ROUSH

SANDUSKY COUNTY SPORTSMAN CLUB •  SOUTH SIDE SPORTSMEN CLUB

YOUNG’S MOBILE HOMES & TRAVEL CENTER

“Eastern Tiger Swallowtail” 
- by Annette Kluck

“A Touch of
Lavendar” 

- by Tyler Weaver
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The need for quality, locally operated
public outdoor recreation facilities and 
services has never been greater in the 36 year history of 
the Sandusky County Park District.  Current economic 
conditions have caused many families to rethink summer 
vacations and weekend traveling. Local parks could be the
answer for you. With 10 park areas located throughout
Sandusky County, the Park District provides affordable 
access to clean, safe, outdoor recreation facilities close to 
all Sandusky County residents. Whether you’re seeking the 
solitude of a hike on a nature trail, a long bike ride, a 
family campout, or a relaxing naturalist led canoe trip, the 
Park District continues to be the answer for many local 
families. Park District facilities are open free of charge 
during daylight hours every day of the year, with specific 
activity fees required for camping, or swimming. 

The decision of the Park Board to hold fees unchanged 
in light of reduced income from the State of Ohio and 

eve r - i n c r e a s i n g
operating costs is
possible because 
of the establishment 
of a comprehensive
ten-year budget plan,
the dedication of a
talented staff, and the assistance of many invaluable 
volunteers. The Park District remains steadfast in our 
commitment to be good stewards of your tax dollars while 
providing all Sandusky County residents with safe, affordable
outdoor recreation facilities and services close to their homes
and families.

-  Steve Gruner, Director
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INSIDE: Take a Closer Look- 
Fall Schedule

There’s No Place Like Home
PHOTO CONTEST

TheANNUAL PHOTO CONTEST
continues this fall with five outdoor and
nature related categories: Park District

Scenes, Wildlife, Flora, Recreation &
Humor, and The Sky’s the Limit. 

Get details on the Park District website,
under ‘What’s New’:  

www.sanduskycountyparks.com

PROGRAM
A new program, examining an increased 
disconnect with nature, has been 
developed and is available for your club
or organization. It is less common today
to see the “free range” play many of us
grew up with, such as splashing in a
creek, or running in the grass making 
up your own games. Reminisce a little
and learn how the Park District is facing
the challenge. Schedule “Connecting
People to Nature” by calling the park
office.

1970 Countryside Place
Fremont, Ohio 43420

E-mail: scpd@sanduskycountyparks.com
www.sanduskycountyparks.com

(419) 334-4495
1-888-200-5577

Ranger Cell Phone: (419) 355-7066

BOARD OF PARK COMMISSIONERS:
Sharon Wilson, Bradford J. Lawrence,

and Jim Fails

h WHITE STAR PARK
Picnicking, hiking, swimming, fishing, camping, 
and scuba diving. Located 1/2 mile south of 
Gibsonburg on State Route 300

h WOLF CREEK PARK
Picnicking, camping, hiking, and access to the 
Sandusky River. Located 5 miles south of 
Fremont on State Route 53

h MULL COVERED BRIDGE
One of Northwest Ohio’s few remaining covered 
bridges. Located west of Wolf Creek Park on 
County Road 9

h BLUE HERON RESERVE
Featuring recycled plastic lumber boardwalk.
Located north of Clyde on County Road 260 at 
U.S. Route 6

h CREEK BEND FARM
Located south of Lindsey on State Route 590

h MAIN OFFICE / COUNTRYSIDE PARK
Picnicking, gardens, and a paved walking path.
1970 Countryside Place, Fremont in the County 
Office Complex

h GREEN CREEK TOWNSHIP PROPERTY
Undeveloped; currently CLOSED to the public. 
Located on County Road 195 south of Clyde

h SHELLEY WETLAND
Undeveloped; currently CLOSED to the public. 
Located in York Township at County Road 292 
 and 177

h RINGNECK RIDGE WILDLIFE AREA
Located on State Route 600 at County Road 74.

hhh NORTH COAST INLAND TRAIL
Paved hike/bike path. Access in Clyde, Fremont,
Lindsey, Elmore.

“Yum Yum” - by David Caldwell

Park District
UPDATE

Visitors to the North Coast Inland Trail will notice that 
the trail now has a clearly marked mileage system thanks to a
joint effort of the Park District, the City of Fremont and Boy
Scout Eagle Scout candidates Tom Auxter and Mike Darr.
Working together, Mr. Auxter and Mr. Darr placed green and
white mileage signs every half mile and at each road crossing
along the entire trail length between Clyde and Elmore.
Additionally the young men also designed trail etiquette signs
that they placed at each major trail access point and installed
stream name signs at each bridge crossing.  All signs for the
project were produced by the City of Fremont sign shop.

The mileage system was instituted when a need for a 
uniform system was identified by trail visitors and managers in
Ottawa, Sandusky, Huron and Lorain Counties. The mileage
system currently begins at mile 0.00 in the City of Elyria in
Lorain County and continues west to mile 69.56 in the Village
of Elmore, Ottawa County. Locations for the signs, which have
been placed at one-half mile increments, were determined and
placed by use of a state-of-the-art global information system.
Trail visitors utilize the mileage system to determine length of

travel and to identify
exact locations in 
case of emergencies.
Trail managers and
safety service personnel
utilize the system for
timely responses to
calls for assistance 
and maintenance.

The planning and design of this important
four-county effort would not have been possible
without the cooperation and collaboration of
many organizations, agencies and trail visitors.
Implementation was made possible by the 
invaluable contribution of time, talent and 
hard work by Eagle Scout candidates Auxter 
and Darr, their families and fellow scouts. 
Look for the signs on your next visit to the 
North Coast Inland Trail.

North Coast Inland Trail Mileage Markers
A Boy Scout EAglE ProjEct

Mike Darr and Tom Auxter, 
St. Ann’s Troop 339

“Speigel Grove in the Fall” 
- by Tim Wasserman

“Milkweed Bugs” 
- by Tom Dorobek

A NEW 

Bike Trail 
Mile Marker


